FACT SHEET
COCKROACHES

Cockroaches are primitive insects whose origin extends back at least 300 million years and gredhs O nave originated
in the tropical and sub-tropical areas of Africa. The advent of travel andsis - PSeas Drought about the spread
of cockroaches to most countries of the world.
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Cockroaches are nocturnal creatures andiisesc o o i aylight hours, however, in areas where
there are heavy infestations, sightings of cockrof#es ' ore comm®R It is generally accepted that for every
cockroach seen there are at least a further ten thgk ’- out of sight i-\ bo ﬂ"‘” pmon harbourage areas
include cracks and crevices, dishwafileug, clecc@idang gches, oven af Eadie® W\ &M, moist areas where

food is available. / \
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Infestation occurs when cocki®hes 3 ; I ey ?"ﬁq entry to the premises
through drain covers, ventila , S &

Most common species ha / ngs, b ? d iS®irbgl, Bockroaches have the
ability to scurry away wig#cmarkablcip

LIFE CYCLE
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Following mating, the female cockroac pnclos e clg @y deposit or glue onto a
surface prior to the eggs hatching. The §i#ng cod } & : erge from the egg case
and over a period of up to a year, go t gh 5-12 EOE1 adulthood after the final
moult and are capable of breeding 2- j#kceks later. t comgRon of the pest species,

the German cockroach, being capa#f producing 2% AN cmale cockroaches

also have the ability to produce yojlle without mating.

COCKROACH CONTROL

Successful cockroach control is based on Integrated Pest MarT#g Wil thorough inspection of the
entire premises to identify the species and to define the extent antg glit_iiakewrali® servations made during the
inspection enable a program to be proposed which considers all possiBT sl f. ntrgigorocedures including proofing,
trapping, sanitation, hygiene and the judicious use of preparations.

Recent preparations developed for cockroach control are of low mammalian toxicity and do not persist in the
environment. A new group of preparations called insect growth regulators are being presently used by the industry.
These compounds prevent the immature stage of the insect from achieving adulthood and so prevent the propagation of
the species. The advantage of such formulations is that they usually specific to a particular pest and have little effect
against non-target species.



AMAZING COCKROACH FACTS

Disease Transmission. Cockroaches can carry organisms that cause human diseases, including food
poisoning, dysentery and diarrhoea.

Repulsive Odour. Most cockroaches produce a secretion or chemical that has a repulsive odour. This
characteristic odour can be detected in infested areas.

AN aused by cockroach

Allergy. Cockroaches can cause allergic reactions in some peop, ,
iried faecal particles and fragments of

"allergen" that is ingested with contaminated food or inhaled w
gro : BB ¢ d With house dust.

Anxiety. The sight of gcockroaches can cauSSmensidquad fological or emotjafal distress in some
individuals. Cockroac ' do not bite, bYW CEDines may scra

Run for Your Lives!
The world's largest cockroach \ h lives in

Cockroaches By the Numbers B
6 -- Number of legs on a cockroalljees. §
18 -- Number of knees on most cockroach@;
40-- Number of minutes cockroaches can Ji
75 -- Percentage of time that cgiqoachesgl
5,000 -- Number of species o / D g N A

280 million+ -- Years ago tiffiffcockro® i igi y ghiferous era)

Bad News !

Some female cockroacheihate once ang
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The Legend of the Hg s Cgegroac
A cockroach can live gigkeck withdit its ! ",4 Oy [ 96 it douth gitran't drink
water and dies of thi J "

Wanna Race2,
Cockroaches C#h run up to three

Better Check Those Cracks in t ‘ ) '
Young cockroaches need only a ¢ as thiiTie ig i 0P @ult males can
squeeze into a space of 1.6mm. PiPnant fema 4 .
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Little Hearts
A cockroach heart is nothinggut a simple tube wit? g ) backwardMnd forwards
in the insect. The heart casf€ven stop moving withoulgl -
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